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paul charles morphy 1837 84 was an extraordinary and precocious talent a child prodigy who
quickly rose to become the best player in america and then the world before he effectively retired
from serious play at the age of 21 morphy s prowess created masterpieces of attacking chess so
beautiful that they endure to the present day in textbooks all over the world morphy s name is
synonymous with the romantic era a time of dazzling sacrifices and spectacular king hunts in this
book chris ward critically examines morphy s style strengths and weaknesses the first time that a
contemporary grandmaster has so systematically appraised morphy s games in the context of the
modern understanding of chess ward recounts many curiosities such blindfold exhibitions for which
morphy was famous and there is a special chapter devoted to morphy s most dramatic miniatures
morphy s contributions to opening theory in variations such as the evans gambit and the king s
gambit are also covered and it is interesting that these swashbuckling gambit variations are
currently seeing something of a resurgence chris ward is one of britain s leading professional
players and trainers he gained his grandmaster title by winning the british championship in 1996 in
nottingham and was captain and coach to the english women s team in moscow 1994 erevan 1996
and pula 1997

paul morphy might well be the most brilliant and enigmatic chess champion of all time he burst
onto the scene in 1858 as a 20 year old and dominated the chess world for two short years
convincingly defeating all the strongest players after conquering the european chess scene morphy
was universally recognized as the greatest player of all time but at the age of 22 he suddenly and
permanently retired from serious competition morphy s greatness shone so brightly that 75 years
later he was still considered the greatest by world champions lasker and capablanca he is still
revered for his brilliant combinations and other contributions to chess bobby fischer called him
perhaps the most accurate player who ever lived garry kasparov regarded him as the prototype of
the strong 20th century grandmaster and the forefather of modern chess there are many important
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biographies and game collections about morphy award winning chess author charles hertan brings
us something new a comprehensive modern biography that delves deep into his fascinating history
unearthing new information about morphy s origins intertwined with an in depth exploration of
morphy s games often overturning over 160 years of previous analysis hertan uses his experience as
a professional psychotherapist to shed new light on morphy s tragic mental deterioration the author
also examines the state of chess before morphy wading into the current debate about the role of the
great masters howard staunton and adolf anderssen in chess history and whether morphy s time
should rightly be called the romantic era the real paul morphy brings you everything you need to
know about paul morphy s life chess and legacy in a single volume

this book about the best chess player of the 19th century analyzes paul morphy s games and
positions in depth to get to the essence of his style chapters discuss other players of the period
adolph anderssen and wilhelm steinitz morphy s rare blunders and omissions as well as selected
endgames and openings also included are a 27 page essay on morphy by steinitz and a series of
letters between alexander alekhine and eugene znosko borovsky debating morphy s chess style with
large clear diagrams this book should take its place among first rank historical chess works usa
today sports network 15 halftones
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